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  LET IT SNOW    
 FROM YOUR CHAPTER DIRECTORS 

Monty and Sue Scott 
 But Sue why can’t I bring the Trike in the house, 
it’s snowing outside and the garage is too cold. Yes, I 
know what “NO” means, but we really need to get the 
Wing ready for spring and I measured to see if it would 
fit thru the door.  Please, please, please… (to be 
continued). 
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Super Bowl Sunday was a great gathering of “F” 
troopers and friends at Leo and Kathy Mechler’s home 
in the country with the fireplace blazing and of course 
the food and drink of plenty.  We all arrived about an 
hour early to stake out our claim to a good viewing 
position along with a first and second round at the 
kitchen (I believe a few made a third pass when no one 
was looking).  Of course we all had our opinions on 
which multi-million dollar commercial was best and I 
believe there was also a football game played before 
and after the halftime program.  We all had fun 
regardless of our favorite team coming in first or 
second, and a great thanks to the Mechler’s for hosting 
one of our chapter annual events. 

We had a convergent gathering at Baumhowers 
Restaurant with 18 folks enjoying camaraderie and 
dinner.  As always we had a great time telling ride 
stories and planning future places to try in the near 
future.  It was noted at the end of dinner that of the 18 
folks there, 6 were current or past Chapter Directors of 
“F” troop and one of our current members, Leo, was 
Chapter Director of a Georgia Chapter.  With a little 
tire kicking outside as the evening ended we all look 
forward to another similar evening out and then tried 
to find our 4-wheelers.  We will be happy when the 
weather improves because bright shining Gold Wings 
are easier to find in the parking lot (there the wheels 
with all the other car riding folks looking at then). 

The chapter monthly gathering was the first 
held on a TUESDAY at the Golden Corral on the 
Eastern Blvd. just south of I-85.  We plan on making 
that our new location on the 3rd Tuesday of each 
month and will update the District WEB information 

as well as our Chapter Chatter news letter directions.  The manager will add a little extra for us by roping 
off an area in the parking lot on our meeting nights “RESERVED FOR GWRRA” which will make it 
nice.  We also reminded folks that they are not required to eat dinner to attend the meeting.  The members 
were reminded of our two baseball fund raising activities both on Friday evenings May 7th and July 23rd.  
We also discussed the month of May being the state of Alabama’s Motorcycle awareness month and our 
participation.  Chapter “F” along with some of our sister chapters will be greeting folks with motorcycle 
awareness information at the I-85 Welcome center coming in from Georgia.  Additional information on 
which Saturday in May and the time will be announced as it is firmed up by our SAADD.  Fred had a 
table of motorcycle safety forms set out for our taking as well as reminding us to make a special end-to-
end safety check on our Wings after winter storage.  Sue covered a table top with Regional and District 
gatherings, as well as, statewide chapter events.  We reminded folks that Chapter “F” along with the other 



state chapters will be creating a Couple of the Year basket for assisting in the District Couple of the Year 
expenses.  These baskets will be drawn for at the Huntsville Alabama District Rally, April 1, 2, and 3rd.  
Barry reviewed the March ride schedule and we invited all folks to contact staff members with ideas for 
ride locations and activities.  We are planning an overnight trip before the summer becomes too hot and 
we are looking for ideas on that trip. Sue filled in for Charlotte with the prayer and praises for our friends 
and members.  We had fun with our prize drawings and retired the Hekowi award for the month of 
March.  I am sure by the next monthly gathering there will be some deserving individual of recognition 
for April.  One of the great (or maybe not so great) opportunities was the desert bar was still open after 
the meeting and I am sure no one left hungry.  Some folks were even considering walking home to 
balance the trips to the dinner bar.      

 As always, keep safe, have fun, and keep the wheels rolling, looking forward to seeing you soon, 
from Monty and Sue to all of you 

 
 

.•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 
 

SUPER BOWL SUNDAY 
By Tom Mechler 

 
 Tensions ran high as the Goldwingers began to gather at Leo and 
Kathy’s house on February 7th to watch this year’s super bowl.  People 
whispered in quiet pre-game conversations: Do you think they will cut 
the Tim Tebow commercial like so many had talked about?  Would the 
UPS Co. come up with another gem to outdo their last years 
commercial?  And what about Budweiser?  Will we see another game 
winning thriller like last year when the Clydesdales all lined up to play 
football?  “Oh” one GW person said to another, “Who is playing in the 
half-time show” Who?  Yes, Why?  No I’m asking, who?  Right that’s 
what I said Who is playing in the halftime show.  Who?  Yes, Why? No I’m asking, who?  And etc. and 
etc.  This exchange went on for about ten minutes until they each decided the other was crazy and walked 
away neither knowing what the other was talking about.   But the geriatric group WHO put on a great half 

time show and thank the Lord above there were no costume malfunctions.  I 
actually heard a couple of folks talking about the game and some even knew 
who was playing.   
 Kathy had prepared two big crocks of Chile with some delicious 
cornbread and others brought a wide variety of snacks and soft drinks.  As is 
usually the case – there was no possibility that any Goldwingers were going 
to leave with an empty stomach.  Carol Rattan even brought a birthday cake 
cause it was Fred’s birthday weekend.  The company was great and in this 

case so were the snacks and food prepared and brought by our members.  Leo worked hard all day on 
Saturday getting his large screen projector and surround sound working.  It really added a your there in 
person dimension to viewing the game.  The game itself was pretty exciting and tight right up to the end 
when the Saints scored two touchdowns and corralled the Colts halter, buck saddle and all.   It was great 
fun as usual we are all looking forward to next years big event.  Thanks again to Leo and Kathy for the 
use of you home and for all the effort you put into preparing to host the event.    



Twelve Things I’ve Learned Riding A Goldwing 
1.  The only good view of a thunderstorm is in your  rear view mirror. 
2.  Four wheels move the body; two wheels move the soul. 
3.  I'd rather be riding my motorcycle and thinking  about God, than sitting in 
church thinking about my bike. 
4.  Life may begin at 30, but it doesn't get real i nteresting until about 75 mph. 
5.  Midnight bugs taste just as bad as Noon time bu gs. 
6.  Sometimes it takes a whole tank full of gas bef ore you can think straight. 
7.  A bike on the road is worth two in the shed. 
8.  Young riders pick a destination and go; old rid ers pick a direction and go. 
9.  When you're riding lead, don't spit. 
10. Catching a yellow jacket in your shirt at 75 mp h can double your vocabulary.  
11. If you can't get it going with bungee cords and  duct tape, it's serious. 
12. Only a biker knows why a dog sticks his head ou t of a car window.  

BAUMHOWERS RESTAURANT SURPRISE 
By Tom Mechler 

It was a crisp and cold evening the 16th of February as our F-Troop members gathered at Baumhowers 
Restaurant for an evening out.  A great group of folks showed to test their palette on anything from 
Gator bites to flaming hot wings.  As you might imagine space became a bit of an issue as more and 
more members arrived to enjoy the evening.  Attendees included: T. Mechlers, L. Mechlers, Hamiltons, 
Daniels, Scotts, La Barres, Tom D. Alice B. Meady and Fred.  To our 
surprise Ronnie and Kay Broome showed up and joined us – it’s 
always nice to bump into some former members of our group.  They 
are doing great and looking the same.  We also ran into Andy 
Anderson’s son who is waiting tables there while pursuing his 
education.  We were finally seated in three booths 6 to a booth, which 
made it a bit cramped, but non-the-less a cozy seating arrangement.  
Ellen Hamilton had a birthday the same day.  We wished her a happy 
day but as we made our best efforts to be tactful we did not venture to 
ask the number.  We found out that Gator Bites taste a bit like pork and Honey B-B-Que sauce is very 
tasty on wings – they don’t have to be hot.  I think everyone’s food arrived at the table hot and tasty 
except for Sue’s.  She managed to order the only thing on the menu that they were out of - bummer.  
All in all a nice evening out was as usual accompanied by some of the best folks you could 
ever want to know.   

Don’t forget to look for your member number in this issue of the 
Chapter Chatter it will be worth $15 bucks at the March meeting. 

SAFETY FIRST 

We are entering into the riding season.  Spring is just around the corner so be sure to 
check your bikes thoroughly and know they are in go od running condition.  There are 

T-CLOCKs available from Fred Rattan for both two wh eelers and trikes.



 

 

MARCH RIDE 
SCHEDULE 
DETAILS OF SCHEDULE  

 
 Mossy Grove  3/06                 Mossy Grove  3/06 

 
March 6th         AL "Y" Fun Day Gardendale - meet at St Bede school auditorium at 7:30 
for Kywanis Pancake B-fast (contact Danny Daniel for breakfast ticket $5 in advance $6 
at the door). Leave at 8:30 for AL-Y Fun Day in Gardendale, AL 
March 9th         Staff Meeting        6:30pm  Barry & Rita's House 
March 13th       Whatley BBQ         Leave Liberty Station 10am. 
March 16th       Chapter Gathering Golden Corral 6 to eat 7 to meet (note: you don’t have 
to eat to meet) 
March 18th       Meet at Ixtapa Mexican Restaurant 7157 East Chase Pkwy for supper 
6:30pm.   
 March 20th      AL "U" Fun Day Dothan      Leave Marathon Station Hwy 231 S.  8am 
 March 27th     Lunch Ride to Montevallo Main Street Tavern.  Leave Montgomery Honda 
11am. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mossy Grove  3/06 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

 



 
DISTRICT STUFF 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 

From Our District Directors 
 
March 2010 
What a beautiful last couple of days we have had and we will get 
to Spring for real eventually (I hope); no matter what the weather 
man says.  
We have had some real fun the last couple of weeks with training 
and looking forward to the Officer’s Certification Classes. We 
attend the Officer’s Certification Class with Region A and it was 
very informative on the changes we have coming as well as 
learned some old stuff again. We are doing the first of three 
classes for Alabama and hope to see as many as possible show up. 
Frank has a great group signed up so far and there will be 
additional classes in the North (April 17-18, 2010) and South 

(June 12-13, 2010). Please try to attend one of these that are convenient to you. We are trying to make 
this as easy as we can for all Officers’ in the District. 
We went to Horizon’s Class and helped everyone pick on Frank, we went to Chapter Leadership and 
Frank helped everyone pick on me. We will pick up on some more classes later in the year. 
The District Rally is right around the corner (April 1-3) and we are looking forward to seeing all of you 
that can come and join us in Huntsville. We are working with the staff of the Marriott and the Visitor’s 
Bureau to have as much local information as possible at the Rally site. There are some nice things in the 
Northern part of the state as well as southern Tennessee. 
Our new District Couple of the Year, Richard and Sue Chapman will be traveling to see the Chapters as 
much as their jobs and time permits. They are doing a great job promoting the Rally in the Region.  
The South picnic is just around the corner and it will be at Roland Cooper State Park again this year. It is 
scheduled for May the 8th, come and have fun with us and you might even win a watermelon to take 
home with you, or you can share it with me. 
Terry and Barbie have been working with the Alabama Department of Transportation to get a Motorcycle 
awareness display going in all the Welcome Centers in Alabama. We are getting handouts and other 
material to hand out. Terry has already received approval for the 15th of May. Please come and join us in 
the Welcome Centers to show folks there are lots of motorcycles in Alabama and to share the road with 
us safely. Terry will have more information at the Rally. 
 
Please remember that Freedom isn’t Free and remember our folks who are in Harm’s Way, be 
they Military, Law Enforcement, EMTs or Firemen. 
The next time you think about riding, call a friend, they are probably thinking the same thing. 
 
Please ride Safe and Often, 
 
Roy and Anita Fosnight 
AL District Directors 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 



 
 
 
 

From Our District Couple of the Year 
  

Riding has been on the light, ok non-existent side, this month but 
we have still been keeping busy.  First we visited GA-L for their 
monthly gathering. If you remember last year it was these guys 
that kidnapped IT. It was the first meeting for the new CD and he 
did an excellent job even with so many visitors.  The same week 
we visited our neighbors to the north in Tennessee during what 
was supposed to be a winter storm.  Their Winter Event (formerly 
know as Cupid Capers) is always a lot of fun and this year was no 
exception. We were asked to help judge and attend their Couple of 
the Year seminar which made it even more fun for us.  We have 
always found the more you participate in the events the more fun 
you have.  February was the month for education. Alabama had 
their Horizons and Chapter Leadership Classes where we taught 

several classes.  If you have never been please consider taking the next class. I am sure you will get a lot 
of great knowledge and have a bunch of fun in the process.  
 
It’s a great time of year to start servicing your bike and making sure it’s ready for the riding season.  
Much better to find a problem now and get it fixed, then to have a problem in the middle of riding season. 
Get together with some friends have a chrome party! 
 
Our schedule this year is starting to fill up quickly. Throughout the year we will be visiting many of you 
but if you would like us there to help with something, discuss the Couple of the Year program in general 
or help your chapter’s COY couple, please feel free to call us.  We plan on going to as many rallies as 
time permits.  Of course the first one we are looking forward to is Florida. We are looking forward to this 
one because neither of us have been to this rally previously. Then it’s back to our state for the GoldWing 
Odyssey Rally here is Huntsville.  If you haven’t signed up yet you still have time so come and join us 
for a great time. 
 
Till next month  
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PRAY AND PRAISE 
 
 
PRAYER: 
 
Helen Gordon pneumonia & blood clot in lungs  – in hospital in Birmingham 
Glenda Forbus’ sister Mary Deaton health. 
Tom and Brigitte Davisson health.  
Lem and Jerri Adams 
Alice’s mother Miriam Bundy, cousin Johnny Day, neice Kathy Kenne,  
and granddaughter in Afganistan. 

  Mary Puckett that things continue to go well 
Barry inner ear problems 
Katie Arthur 
Donnie’s brother 
Jay Morgan Knee Surgery 
John Hanson - Cancer 
Boone Davis with health. 

  Ralph Forbus – Heart Problems 
  Meady Hilyer - health 
  Wayne Wiggins – Liver Cancer 
  Sara Reed Leo and Kathy’s Daughter –in-Law back problems 
  Sue’s surgery on her hand will be successful 
  
Continue to pray for our Armed Forces  
A lot of prayers for those suffering in Haiti  
 
PRAISE: 
Danny’s sister cancer has improved 
Yevonne got good news regarding her health issues 
Monty and Sue’s are going to be Grands again 

  Danny’s Oral surgery getting better 
  Tom and Bernie’s daughter accepted to Doctorate Program  @ University of Tennessee in     
    Knoxville   
And for all our many blessings 
AMEN   



 

POTPOURRI 

BIRTHDAYS       ANNIVERSARIES  
 
Tom Mechler, Bernie Mechler   Jay & Sally Morgan 
Sara Davis, Richard Gravelin    Boone & Vicky Davis 
Jane Cone, Patrick Rattan    Lamar & Katie Authur 

 
 
FEBRUARY MEETING WINNERS OF STUFF 
 
Birthday Drawing – Ellen Hamilton 
Door Prizes – Bernie, Alice, Earl, & Meady 
50-25-25 – Bernie and Meady 
Name Tag – Mick and Donnie 
 
Congrats to all the winners!!!      

 

 
 

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 
 

FUTURE HAPPENINGS – MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 
 

ALABAMA DISTRIC RALLY – HUNTSVILLE, AL 1-3 
APRIL 2010   603449- 
 
 
SOUTHEAST REGION RALLY – LAKE POINT RESORT, 
EUFAULA, AL 16-18 SEPTEMBER 2010 
 
 

For more information on these and other events check the 
organizations web sites or as any chapter staff member. 



1 2 3 4 5 6
Pancake B-fast

then ride to 

 AL-Y Fun Day 

Jay & Sally Morgan

7 8 9
Staff Meeting

Patrick Rattan

10 11
Florida District 

Rally 11-13 

12
Woody Jay

13
Dinner RiDe 

Whatley BBQ

14
Change yo Clock

15
Tom Mechler

16
Chapter 
Meeting 

17
St Patty's Day

18
Dinner @ Ixtapa 

Sara Davis

19 20
Al-U Fun Day

 

1st Day of Boing

21 22
Richard Gravlin

23
Bernie Mechler

24 25
Lamar and Katie 

Arthur

26 27
Lunch Ride to 

Montevallo Main 

Street tavern

28 29 30
Jane Cone

Boone and Vicky 
Davis

31


